










E R L A U  H I S T O R Y  1 8 2 8  –  1 9 5 6

Founded as 

copper device company 

"Betzler, Fürgang  

und Co." on the 

"Erlen-Au".

1828

It becomes the first factory 

in South Germany 

to manufacture chains.

1851

Conversion of a business 

partnership into a public 

limited company with an 

initial share capital of 

250,000 guilders.

1870

Wit the first snow chains, 

Erlau AG is one of the 

major manufacturers 

acrtoss Germany

1924

Start of the  

production 

of garden and  

terrace furniture.

1956

■   Starting from round steel chains and making the 

most of our 140 years of experience, we develop 

pioneering solution concepts with chain systems and 

components in a variety of shapes and for diverse 

areas of application.

■  We see our products as the result of our passion for 

creativity and perfection obtained by making good use 

of our core skills – reshaping, welding, heat treat-

ment, surface treatment, forging and machining.

■  The RUD Group is a dynamic, global and modern 

family group. Our goal is continuous, profitable 

growth with a view to protecting resources and the 

environment.

■  We strive to achieve a leading position with our 

products and services in our market segments 

by leveraging on organisational and operational 

excellence.

RUD MISSION
        WHO WE ARE AND WHAT WE DO

ERLAU AG 1828 – TODAY
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■  Our established principle of "Courtesy of Choice" reflects 

the centuries-old philosophy that recognises differences and 

allows them to simultaneously and harmoniously coexist.

■  The long-term partnership with our customers, 

their satisfaction and confidence in us are the focus 

of everything we do. We vouch for customer-oriented, 

innovative value-added technology as well as top, 

consistent quality and safety. This means common 

responsibility, a commitment which we all share.

■  Through our actively experienced, open and 

rusting corporate culture, as well as ongoing training 

and education, our international family enterprise is a 

motivated, powerful, flexible and competent team.

Introduction 

of new 

handle and 

restraint  

systems.

In the design and 

ideas competition for the 

Olympic Park, Erlau AG 

developed the Olympia Nova 

seating system unit on the 

occasion of the 1972 Olympic 

Summer Games in 

Munich.

1972

Start of 

the production 

of products 

for barrier-free sanitary 

equipment.

Erlau AG 

becomes part 

of the RUD 

family 

group.

1988 1991 2015

Development 

and production 

of the  

"VitaGym" 

motion 

device series.

With "Vita Gar-

den,"the mobile 

sensory garden 

for the nursing 

care field, 

Erlau AG develops 

and produces 

table beds.

2009 2011
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